The Unforgettable Wit and Wisdom of Robert
Burns - A Journey into the Brilliance of his
Smart Remarks

Robert Burns, the celebrated Scottish poet, has left an indelible mark on
literature and culture worldwide. Beyond his remarkable poetry and songs,
Burns was renowned for his sharp wit and clever remarks. His language
and insights continue to resonate with readers today. In this article, we
delve into some of Burns' most memorable smart remarks and explore the
enduring legacy of his intellect.

1. “O wad some Power the giftie gie us, to see oursels as others see
us!”

In this famous line from his poem “To a Louse,” Burns reflects on the
human tendency to be unaware of our own faults. He humorously suggests
that if only we could truly see ourselves as others do, we might be more
modest and humble in our ways. This smart remark reminds us of the
importance of self-reflection and the potential for personal growth when we
truly understand how we are perceived by others.

2. “The best-laid schemes o' mice an' men, Gang aft agley.”

This popular line from Burns' poem “To a Mouse” humorously captures the
unpredictability of life. Burns recognizes that even the most carefully
planned endeavors can go astray. This smart remark serves as a reminder
to embrace the unexpected and adapt to life's twists and turns with
resilience and a sense of humor.
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3. “Some hae meat an' canna eat, and some wad eat that want it; But
we hae meat, and we can eat, and sae the Lord be thank-it.”

Burns was known for his empathy and social awareness, as seen in this
remark from his poem “Selkirk Grace.” He points out the unequal
distribution of resources in society and expresses gratitude for his own
abundance. This smart remark challenges us to appreciate what we have
and encourages us to extend a helping hand to those less fortunate.

4. “O my Luve's like a red, red rose, that's newly sprung in June.”

While Burns' remarks were often witty and insightful, he also had a gift for
expressing profound emotions. In this line from his poem “A Red, Red
Rose,” he compares his love to the beauty and freshness of a blooming
rose. This smart remark beautifully captures the intensity and passion of
love, leaving a lasting impression on those who encounter it.

5. “The rank is but the guinea-stamp, the man's the gowd for a' that.”

This remark from Burns' poem “Is There for Honest Poverty” challenges
societal norms and highlights the importance of recognizing the value of
every individual beyond external appearances and social status. Burns
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urges us to look beyond material wealth and judge people based on their
character and worth. This smart remark remains relevant in our modern
world, where superficial judgments continue to prevail.

6. “Man's inhumanity to man makes countless thousands mourn!”

Burns' sharp social commentary shines through in this remark from his
poem “Man was made to Mourn.” He laments the injustices committed by
humans against each other and calls attention to the profound grief it
causes. This smart remark serves as a powerful reminder of the
importance of empathy and kindness in creating a more harmonious and
compassionate society.

7. “But to see her was to love her, love but her, and love her forever.”

Love, a recurring theme in Burns' works, is encapsulated in this line from
his poem “Ae Fond Kiss.” The simplicity and sincerity of this remark paint a
vivid picture of the depth and purity of true love. Burns' ability to capture
intense emotions in his smart remarks continues to resonate with readers
and romantics around the world.

8. “The heart's aye the part aye that makes us right or wrong.”

In this remark from his song “Address to the Unco Guid,” Burns explores
the significance of one's heart in determining moral character. He
emphasizes the importance of following one's conscience and remaining
true to oneself, as the heart serves as a moral compass. This smart remark
challenges us to make ethical choices and reflects Burns' belief in the
power of individual integrity.

9. “Oh, my luve's like a red, red rose, that's newly sprung in June.”



Once again, Burns' superb talent for expressing love finds its way into this
smart remark from his famous poem “A Red, Red Rose.” The repetition of
this line further emphasizes the impact and intensity of his affection. The
vivid imagery evoked by this smart remark continues to captivate
audiences and reminds us of love's timeless beauty.

10. “Wee sleekit, cow'rin, tim'rous beastie, O, what a panic's in thy
breastie!”

This statement, taken from Burns' poem “To a Mouse,” showcases his
ability to transform simple observations into poetic and witty remarks. In
this case, he lightheartedly addresses a mouse, making a remark that
reflects the panic and fear the creature experiences in its tiny being. Burns'
impressive talent for anthropomorphizing animals and infusing them with
human emotions adds charm and depth to his smart remarks.

, Robert Burns' smart remarks continue to fascinate readers, showcasing
his enduring intellect and wit. Through his poems and songs, Burns
addressed a wide array of topics, from love to social injustice, leaving an
indelible mark on literature and society. His remarkable ability to sharpen
insightful observations into poetic and memorable remarks continues to
captivate audiences worldwide. Burns' legacy as a brilliant poet and a
master of smart remarks is one that will undoubtedly continue to inspire
generations to come.
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Selected Remarks and paraphrased smart remarks of Robert Burns.
Suggestions for a Robert Burns rap contest and Robert Burns poetry slam
are given. This book will be FREE on the First Saturday of every month and
on Robert Burns Birthday, January 25th and this book will also be free on
my birthday January 15! Write to me and tell me about your adventures
with Robert Burns!
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